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EUGEN GERALD MARCUSE

Gerald Marcuse was born in Sutton, Surrey on the 4™ June 1886. He was one of three children, having an
elder brother, Walter Douglas and a younger sister, Dorothy Maude. In 1892 he attended Caterham Primary
School and then went to the local secondary school. In 1903 he entered the Crystal Palace School of
Engineering which he left in 1909 with a degree in engineering. He served an apprenticeship with Messrs
Ruston and Proctor in Lincoln who were well known builders of road rollers and tractors. They exported steam
engines to all corners of the globe and so his job took him to many parts of the world.

His interest in radio began in 1910 but it was not until 1913, when he had finished travelling, that he applied
to the General Post Office for an experimental wireless licence. Like many experimenters he was keen to get
started and, using a spark coil with a ¥z inch spark purchased from Gamages and a crystal receiver, he was on
the air. His contacts with local amateurs were soon put on hold when war broke out in 1914. The war ended in
1918 but licences were not re-issued until 1920, when Gerald was licenced as 2NM from a QTH in Bristol.

TRANSMITTER OF 2NM IN 1520

This letter to the editor, published in 1921 illustrates the
interest shown in one of the uses of wireless for
communication.

In 1922 he moved back to Caterham, Surrey, and
became well known for promoting Amateur Radio on
many fronts. The QTH was well situated at over 600 feet
above sea level, and he had the “wherewithal” to build a
state-of-the-art station. The original aerial consisted of a
90ft long, 8 wire, 2ft diameter cage, suspended between
two 65ft high masts. Later, in 1924, the height of the free
end lattice steel tower was increased with the addition of
a 25ft wooden extension. The tower was erected by
Cooper and Scrutton who were skilled in rigging ships. On
the 5™June 1923 he gave a demonstration of an early

“Loudspeaker/Broadcast” in the local Hill School and in
; the same year joined his fathers seed merchants
4 ‘j} AL L- RC:UQE company at 36 Mincing Lane in the City of London.
.._,hf?, _m?ml and. Dlétmt Wire. On the 8" December 1921, W.F. Burne 2KW of the

: : i ‘' Manchester Wireless Society became the first British
station to receive transmissions from America. So the next challenge was two way working. Three scheduled
tests had been unsuccessful, so a fourth was arranged to commence on the 22" December 1923. For 10 days
British amateurs would transmit to a dedicated time table, then they would listen for 10 days. The third period
would start on the 11" January 1924 when two way contacts would be attempted. The problems for British
amateurs were a power restriction and that wavelengths below 200 metres were not allowed. A few
transatlantic permits were issued and the licence of G2NM was amended to allow operation between 200m and
90m
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The time table demonstrates how the transmissions were controlled each da

RANSMISSTON TIMES G.M

0210 - iCEREBL A : o
#0526~ 0540, i 1‘] o

FWWY /A/EWHP 0225 - CzdC. Do\
_op4s - 0600. Srl o e
0235 - o280. )P |

-

0100 — 0115. % S

L0245 Ao deo. ) Db
“xarre 0115 - 0-130: 5q =
BOZZN ORCE et O3 G, A
GSDDR 0145 - 02C0 i

There is a grey area regarding the powers and wavelengths used but G2NM was one of the successful
stations. lIronically, the first two-way contact was made before the start of the tests by Jack Partridge 2KF on the
8™ December 1923. This was the turning point that demonstrated how home built transmitters running low powers
at higher frequencies achieved more than high power commercial stations running many kilowatts. Rapid strides
were made in 1924 with contacts made to most regions of the globe.

21st OCTOBER 1924
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OPERATING DEPARTMENT APPOINTMENT
This @ertifies that KLD MAFCUSE, FRIAISH oML
AT is appointed  wirAcEE OF

of feterham, Eurray, Englan

BRITISH ISTRS . = e R S e -

Until further notice he is invested with all authorities of that office and

is subject to t?lrenml‘:: ar:fll: ations of the Americun Budio ﬂt!ussﬁmgu_r.

[ the performance of the duties of the office which he holds and in
Yea

mmoperw;widu]lmdiumahminhhter:itoqinmmhmmneru
the work of the Ameriran Budin Relay eague, Inc.
Sdytannth _day of ootober __, 1924
i T

P b

On the 16" of October 1924 Gerald Marcuse was
appointed “Manager of the British Isles” by The American
Radio Relay League. In April 1925 a conference of
international amateur radio societies took place in Paris.
Gerald Marcuse, who was honorary secretary of the T & R
section of the RSGB, was involved in the creation of the
International Amateur Radio Union and was elected Vice
President.

G2NM was the first English station to contact the Base
Station, SA WJS, of the Hamilton Rice Expedition situated at
Boa Vista on the Rio Branca in Brazil. Messages were
passed on to the Royal Geographical Society (R.G.S.) in
London and in turn the R.G.S. requested that Marcuse be
allowed to relay information on a regular basis. In April
Marcuse negotiated a change of his licence with the G.P.O.
and was allowed a power limit of 1 kW using the spot
wavelengths of 23m and 45m and in the band 90m to 200m.
There is no record of Marcuse being made an Honorary
Member of the R.G.S. but he received mentions in Vol. 65
No. 3 Page 241 published in March 1925, and Vol. 66 No. 1
Page 5 published in June 1925.

Wireless used by Dr. Hamilton Rice - Courtesy R.G.S.
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RADIO TALK WITH

XPLORERS.
_ 20th January 1925
CATERHAM TO THE WILDS

- OF  BRAZIL.

L Perhaps the most romaniic of ull wire-
Tess romances occurred al six o'elock
yesferday morning, when Mr. Gerald
Marcuse, a Caterbam amateur, suddeniy

tfound himself talking to the Rice ex-

'ploration expedition, buricd in the wilds
of Brazil, 7,000 miles away. :
~The expedition, headed by Mr. Hamil-
ton Rice, an American, left London last
smmmer to search for the legendary
“white Tndians,” supposcd 10 exist
somewhere in South America. It is
now-1,000 miles up the Amazon, and 200
miiles from the nearesi rives.

- Nothing had been heard of it for some

ftime, but its silence was dramatically

‘broken yesterday.

= ‘\l {1’&{; Deen in _ct:omm_unicat.ion with
e North American station, when I heard

= faint call,” said gﬁ!r. Marcuse to a

n;ﬁ%ﬂiﬁy Express ' representative yester-

1 the Rice expedition.
her 1like?' I asl
11 :

e rOnrawa, Monday,
the Canadian Government
r Arctie, who have just returned
a 6,000-miles cruise around the
rthern islands of Canada, listened
ireless reports of the Wills-Firpo
tin the United States.

“The messages were received over a dis-
: e of 2,100 milegs. The steamer re-
ceived da g Press reports by wireless,
,\e%:;ﬁheus the cruise carried her far
to the north of the Arctic Circle. The
: distant message received from an
teur was one from Gerald Marcuse,
terham, Surrey,

Daily Mail 8" October circa 1924
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Ymml i Fores : MAREOM) INTRRNATIONAL
fans ana TRANB. LaNBaN Wearens Uy Bewnierh ABCHTRETES
Hasuemy Easas '.L joan L Liknens Seoita
- ViruoisVisessTegaph
% Marconis Wireless Iplegraph Lo
3 ) BEDFORD W-B"!::W A\ e
AHC. AR AR, it : Ot bme S

TELemone:
723 CentRaL

2rd, December 1924.

Gerald Mareeuse Esq.,
guuh_o g le.

aoond Pir
CATEREAN

Dear Sir,

We beg to offer you our congratulations on your suceess in
ont&bu_sh:lgg eﬂmnmnioition withnﬁ::w Zealand. e

=/ -
Y —
b
L Pt (BIE

Gerald Marouse, Esg.,
Coombe Dingle,
Queen's Park,
Caternam,
sSurrey.

Ve appreciate the work experimenters like yourself ara
doing and the great influsmce which this is bound to have on
radio and as some token of this appreciation, we are sending
u under separate cover, ome of our latest f’.y?a low frequency
nsformers which we wifl ask you to kindly acecept with our
compliments.

!
i

Dear Nr. Marcuse,

Very many thanks Ffor your letters
and 16th, and also for the QSL cards ch ;
enopgh to send me, and which I now re
I am glad that Captain Hound

the matter of lation, but riew |
stensrs re; d :lnlt good

Our new transformer has been entirely re-dssigned and has
a larger amplification factor. It is constant over a wider
rmsb of frequencies than any we have grevionsly marketed. In
~ faet, the Alsgﬁoatinn voltage curve is flat and herizontal

from about 1000 cyoles upwards and there is comparatively small
change even as low as cycles. i
B+

_'ﬂ-hr ou will be able to use this transformer and
find that it Q}l give you good service.

":‘ Yours faithfully,
IGRANIC ELEGTRIC Co.Ltd.,

A
General Manager,

i st s respis 3
el b apesly i
P o i ...ifl.-

i Los

Gerald Marcuse was able to get help from
his many contacts. The Marconi Company
loaned him a Reiss carbon microphone and
gave him the latest valves to “test”. When his
high voltage generator blew up, Captain
Mullard arranged for it to be rewound free of
charge and also presented him with power
valves. These companies encouraged the
Amateurs in their endeavours to communicate
around the world and their achievements
helped to promote the rapid development of
wireless and related products. The letter from
the G.P.O. demonstrates the co-operation he
received from that organisation, which, in his
words, “was more than | received from the

rmation hae besn received from the Japanese
Authoritles that signals using your ecall

2NM have bsen heard in Japan. BBC,,

| The houre during which the signals are ' .

mttot und E_E’;Sb:mgm BEE n aar bt e During the stay at Caterham, Marcuse
B veralongtng ane ot stated. spent much of his time and money promoting

I should be glad if y uld supply presise infor— i
Popbrding Lho wevelensii and Loven moeaeiie naos Wireless throughout the world and the many

o

Februsry end March, exploits and achievements became known to
_twﬁsﬁiggdigaiuizﬁigﬁii r;‘i:'szz’gi‘;i“;? a% the general public through numerous er_1tries in
R R R S T B e A
& i Bishi tocte, ¥ abroad, he received a concert at the Savoy

that was being broadcast by the BBC, on a
receiver at the bottom of the garden and
retransmitted it to amateurs in the USA.

Youre faithf;

%
.ll . -

for Engineefi-in-Chiof,
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This broadcast received a very favourable report in the Christian
Science Monitor, Boston, Mass. USA on the 8" January 1925.
In 1960 Marcuse was interviewed and a transcript made from the
recording. Below is an extract from that interview in which he was
asked what inspired him to want to start the Empire broadcasts. It
would appear that it was the events in Bermuda involving the
retransmission of his transmissions by radio amateur BER to other
listeners on the islands that was the trigger.

s

On the 21% of June 1927 Marcuse applied to the GPO to have
his licence extended so that he could transmit to the British Empire
and in August he received the letter giving permission to transmit
speech and music for a period of six months from the 1% of
September.

EUGEN GERALD MARCUSE 1886 - 1961
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On the 9" of September 1927 the British Broadcasting
Corporation responded in an official announcement
concerning Empire broadcasting printed in a London
newspaper. They deplored the unfortunate exploitation as
a publicity stunt. [See below for one of many responses]

Corporation to give heed ta my

:Zﬁ” 2N has stepped into the breach 1s typl
Wie receive short wave boradcasts from
nlerly here in New Zesland, (Dally, in fact
t. T hes recently been dolng good work =
(2L0) job) and now 2NK foel#, that the
ob must be started sooner or later by sn
he goes & on the job. What 1s your
you pour nothing but saressm on his 4
Press, before he has hed a chance to do &8
ther, "that 1t will not be any good" and
Your ideas and tone are exactly three
g They are on & per with the tim
rall to 200 meters and less,

Unlou someone tries, no one will succeed.

| seko climb down off your mountein of cogke

llure of 2Ni's work, end offer him, or anyone elu,,
ghoulder the burden, all possible ald,

Why don't you show a keen lead, and establi:
: | k- 40 meter station.?  You do your end, and
g Another thing - 1t will pay you to do ia
with Dry Miles A, ¥, Barnett, D.Sc, Oambridge |
ﬁl Nols H:ﬁ Comnlssioner, as he will be retu
1 be able to give sound advice t
in conditions,

In conclusion, I vish to plead sgain for @ .
etween your Coy. and we unateurs blwoughout
, und dg M:hn th;a; coldiw:t.:r ww&
an point to
18 doing :'t.'mp share to

to rave and moan sbout the doings a3
it will be as well to remember thlt.&ff "
SR !.ng of pood-fellowship emeonget thoso '
eity stunting” smeteurs, end the B.P.C. mre polng to
merry He- they are after scalps of someona tnmm

In your ref to "broadensting benefit
the general public rather then providing eporadic technis
1he nt for m few amateurs", it is implied that we
: __g::a‘h‘hnt. of do not agree to that, It 1s a lnﬁ::l
that broadessting benefits the publle, snd it ]
e gL & hesd Tull of grey hairs either to come to that

. that if your Coy. received a fow m -
%ﬁ udm but wiser,

Further on in the artiele, it refers to the Co
ation being convinced that certaln proposals are p:'mhlr! and
unmound, I do not know what the proposals are .{w
:!.:‘pnmlthfﬁ are :ho nn:; ad\rou:;:d by 0. Edbuse n
a 6e S g domg thing the 1. of Hmpire B/rssting,

| by somsone in the Bmplire, Later on sre remsrks about

| rellability, intsll!gi‘hility, ko, of the proposed sorvice, =
A1l very well - but before you can build anything, you want
some foundation, Now, 1 propose to relate to you j\ul
these foundntions have nlresdy been prepared, and by whoms

After the war, lindio hecame something real =

1y ﬂpﬂ'lm:l; & Am;tnurs who were interested in
were roatric end all the hipgh«frilled red &
1ibls to invent wore made for them, In UsBehs snd’ 8
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On the 11™ September 1927 Marcuse transmitted a special concert to Australia. Unfortunately the experiment
was only partly successful due to a breakdown in the transmitter power supply. He requested permission from the
Post Office to re-transmit the following week but this was rejected. “Pressure from the BBC was suspected.”

For the Empire Broadcasts he enlisted the help of his friend Percy Valentine who set up a sound studio in his
music room. Two Post Office telephone lines were rented so that the music at Percy’s QTH could be sent to the 1
kW transmitter of G2NM. The second line was used for talkback. Marcuse transmitted on 32 metres and later
confessed to using a power in excess of 1 kW.

“,Mld"\ (i}
Nachrichien - Schnelldienst i dery
Rundfunk und die gesarmie Funkfechnik

Funk - Artikel und -Feulleiondienst

._q

E.T.C. 87aFF Mess.
ASCENSION IsLAND,
Qee 152
\ . Herausgeber: Dr. jur, ¥. WINCKLER
Sehriffieifung: Berin-Lichferlelde, Direrst, 31

; i Femsprecher: Lichterlelde 4630 u 1166
) (Rundfunk-Nachrichten) Postscheckkonio: Beriin Nr, 102377

; é R e e T
e at /" /ﬂ’»\— M brne ( M Berlin-Cicftertelde, ceR0.Mai 1926,
| Dilrersirafie 31 k
'mﬁm/%«.rafaw.f) 7 Aeancts
to the shortwawe Broadcesting transmitfor

/ﬂ{f,%}m Aiikeing,  misrighk ) 0t | 7o

IHoight f might hanee i
Wf&#%/&%a AR

M- Aowoner /W M : Dear Sir,
7 [ I just must tell you, that 2 F seems to he to
Mﬁu %'é M? lotwurad be the best shortwawe broadcasting trenmitior that exists

0{ %@ W M /A&M/ / W in Burope, I hnd the chence to get you twice and both times

you have been 8o clear and strong, as no other european station

7«014/ A ﬁ? /40 7 W & IV M T would like very much to have sone deteils about your station,
1 M : 2 /é’ and want to write an article in my correspondece "funkexpress®

Cat I 7 7 Lottt ; about your station, You are much clesrer, louder mm as the

WMM‘L W 02{ / ca ' fwo"bigstations" 5 SN Cpalmsford and CJJ Eindhoven, Once you

announced, that your pover is only 1 kil, The two ofher stations

/M oun ,W /éaf 4//’ A-av have 15 and 30 k¥, you know, But you are the wery best !!!
. ¥ C Please write me the $imes you are sending, end tell me the bimes
i: “7 2; danee AL ¢ G / in british sumertime, that is corfsponding to Bdrlin time,
4;/@' A a/t g{fa,mz ) g.*fa,f.
/ W/ﬁ M e believe me very sincerely yours

Yoo a//“’/amw elpace olown ‘ Nt

[Quote from transcript Nov 1960] “everybody clamoured for Big Ben and nobody would give me a recording. |
had to wait until 12.00 — it was the only time in those days they did it. We used to broadcast the thrushes in the
morning from Caterham. (...) chiefly gramophone records | expect? Yes, and live broadcast from the B.B.C. Had
a receiver at the bottom of the garden — remote control and | used to switch that on to receive them. Your licence
permitted you to rebroadcast? It didn’t, but | did not care in those days. It cost me several thousand pounds but |
achieved my object. My father said | was wasting my money because there was no revenue and he only believed
in revenue. Yes there was no money. No money — all output. | used to get various artists down from London. Sent
up the car and fetched them. Marconi were more helpful than the B.B.C.? Yes, Marconi were a great help. | still
have their microphone.”
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GENERAL POST OFFICE,
LONDON, EC.1.

Uz‘( Hay, 1928,

With referances to your letter of the 18th May, asking

wirsleas telephony to parts of the British Empire, I am
directed by the Postmesier Gensral to sonvey his suthority
for tha continuange of the experiments for a further
\period of three months from the 1st Juns on the
onditions set out in the latters from thie office of the

oth August 1927 and 15th Februsry, 1y28.

1 am, Bir,
Your gbedient Servant,
s/l ﬂ‘b'/ﬂ"‘ ke YO

’ e
Fo ta, 9

" for an extension of your permit to carry out experiments in

EUGEN GERALD MARCUSE 1886 - 1961

| THE SHACK OF G2NM IN SEPTEMBER 1927

Gerald continued the Empire Broadcasts on 32
metres until August 1928. A few weeks before these
finished, the BBC had started regular transmissions
on 20 metres from their experimental short-wave
station 5SW at Chelmsford. It is interesting to note
that reports show that the signals from G2NM were
stronger and more consistently received.

In 1929 GM was elected President of the Radio
Society of Great Britain. Also in August of that year
he moved from Caterham to the Ranch, West Drive
in Sonning—on-Thames, Berkshire. He continued his
amateur activities and his support of the R.S.G.B.

THE T & R BULLETIN SEPTEMBER 1932

R.S.G.B. AND N.P.L. CALIBRATION
SERVICES.

R.S.G.B. Calibration Service takes place from
G2NM (Sonning-on-Thames) on each Sunday at
11.00 and 23.00 and Thursday at 23.00 G.M.T.
(or B.S.T. if in force) in the 3.500 K.C. band.

The N.P.L. Service is given on the first Tuesday
in March, June, September and December from
G5HW at 21.00 G.M.T on 1,785 K.C.
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EVENING GAZETTE SEPTEMBER 2™ 1938

Sonning Man
ToAid R.A.F.
Radio Plan

INAUGURATED EMPIRE
BROADCASTS

Mr. Gerald Marcuse, of The Ranch,
West Drive, Sonning, famous as a radio
amateur, has been approached by  the
Air Ministry to assist in organising the
Royal Air Force Civilian Wireless

Ive, |
&= Mr. Marcuse is known throughout the |
world for the Empire broadcasts he
inaugurated in. 1927, and his selectiuni
is mot a surprise to the radio world. |
He probably has more communication
records to his mame than any " other
amateur. ] :

‘“ The movement has been going on
for about a year,’”” he said. ‘““About that
time ago I was first approached by the
Ministry. The Navy already have,a
civilian wireless reserve, and mnow the
Royal Air Force want a similar auxiliary.
There are about 800 amateurs working
for the Navy.”’ ‘

Mr. Marcuse said that more details of
the plans would probably be made
to-morrow, when an Air Ministry official
is to speak at the Convention of the
Radio Society of Great Britain. |

EUGEN GERALD MARCUSE 1886 - 1961

On the 18™ December 1931 he married Irene
Rose at the Savoy Chapel in London.

In December 1934 the Reading And District
Amateur Radio Club was formed. Marcuse was
one of the founder members.

THE T.& R. BULLETIN DECEMBER 1934
DISTRICT 7 (southern)

Mr. G. Marcuse (G2NM) has agreed to take office
as C.R. for Berkshire, and in conjunction with the
other members in the Reading district, is already
holding monthly meetings. Any Berkshire member
who has not yet received particulars of these
meetings should get in touch with Mr. Marcuse.

The telephone records of 1937 show:
“Marcuse Gerald, Sandy Shore, Clayton Rd.
Selsey 82" Was this a holiday cottage?

About this time he was approached by the Air
Ministry to assist in organising the Royal Air
Force Civilian Wireless Reserve.

In 1939 he had a boat built with the following
specification.

Boat Name: My Babe Il

Boat Length: 32 ft

Boat Beam: 8ft 3ins

Boat Draft: 3ft

Boat Displacement: 7.56 tons

Boat Engine; 2 X Gray Petrol

Boat Construction: Carvel

Boat Builder: Osborne, Littlehampton

Boat Year: 1939

It should be noted that it was built for Gerald Marcuse
of Bosham. Records show that she was taken over by the
Admirality in 1940 for service in Dunkirk, but there is no
record that she sailed. After the war her new owner, A.C.
Draycott changed her name to Alliance and then she had no
less than eight owners before D.B. Stewart, her latest owner,
changed her name to Lady Anita.

In 1939 Arthur Watts (G5UN) was approached by Lord
Sandhurst (Ml 5) to find out if radio amateurs could help in
setting up a listening watch on behalf of the Radio Security
Service (RSS). Marcuse was appointed as a Voluntary
Intercept (VI) Group Leader for the Berkshire area. His role
was to talk to suitable local amateurs and send them the
necessary paper-work. A meeting was then organised at the
Berkshire Police Establishment at the Abbey Gateway in
Reading where the VIs were introduced to Lord Sandhurst
and Captain Alan Sabine.

On the 3" of July 1939 GM obtained a Certificate of
Proficiency in Radiotelephony. This authorised him to act as
radiotelephone operator on board a British ship equiped with
a radiotelephone installation of which the power of the carrier
wave in the aerial does not exceed 50 watts.
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T e | GAVERAL mymcmw No.1l.

In the event of invasion V,Is. should immediately burn all ;oapers
which could in any way comnect them with R.8.8. or the War Office, or any
a.ct:l.nty in the wer - parh.cularl_f should their Psases be burnt, :

All preparatlons Por this destmuction by bu:’mng should be made now
 ard the number of docunents kept should be reducod to the absolute minimum,

EUGEN GERALD MARCUSE 1886 - 1961

TELEPHGNE MANSION HOUSE 1905 CABLES ;| MARCUSECR, LONDON.
2 EXPERIMENTAL STATION (G2NM |

GERALD MARCUSE S

TELEPHONE : SONNING 2141,

(PasTPssiDENT RADIO SOCIETY OF GT. BRITAIN INEL
147 flce-mREs, INTRRNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIG UNION.

36, MARK LANE,

LONDON, E.C.3.

r E, Handcocks
CHw rgham, Reading, SONNT.
17/5/40

Dear OM,
’T have at last teard from HQ and hergwith beg to
enclose official secsdey fobm which please s and return
to me, and I will get HQ to send you full do then I propose
to cail a meeting of Butler White and yourself in Reading and we
can then decide the best way to tackle th mtter.
In the mesanyime 73e0ﬁr.

coBEs UsEs:
ABCAT L BW EDITIONS
.wu,"'m' .
Sonning. .
; Feb, 26th, toaT i
Dear Oy : 4
THVASION PLAN.
Item 2,
In t-he event of invasion, phe present system of :
Watching will comtinuen
emm.L rt.nh covering 24 hours as near as possib
gpecial Watch for groups
th rezrd to (a) general watch be restricted to the

-Ll-oung frequeucial- 5,5 to 9 m,cs,,I700-0800 4

5
g Aﬁ VI'a Bhould be asked to request tireir-employers to free-.
them in the event of invasion so that they can put in full time
ut-cb 'becg thus ensuring that there isn avery full coverage
ell U\mﬂ'!.
mu'a are vi
Poss the filles’
% cnm::iea;.ion receivers suitabdd for our vio
P this area and not being used, I should be
Cooperation in this tery providing me
. hfomhldn of any remeivers you may know of that are .l,?.lng

information with regard to
- knu:n{obein

pro t traffic is transmitted on the followng frequencd
" Garing the times given, - o
. ﬁa ke/s,
3380

[y 480 - .
. 5 At T400-- 2200 hours @, i

anxious e have a record as soon as ‘

Veamired frequency

Group Leader erks,

These letters are examples of the
instructions sent to Vls.

In 1942 the London business
premises of Marcuse were destroyed
during an air raid and so he decided
to retire. It is possible that he then
joined the Royal Naval Voluntary
Reserves but a search of records did

o not confirm this.
= S e o }5 ,c . . .
' . e ';__...‘-P'" Also in 1942 his son David was
= : /f‘f'ﬁ..- born in Reading.

CONTROLLER R.S.5.
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. on the instructions of the Gouncil to
you have been mnimuusi-y elected an
of the Society. d

cil are deeply appreciative of the
ou have rendered to Amateur Radio in

me to convey to you their warm thamks for your

nued interest in our work.

Arrangements will be made to present you with
‘“hlb gertificate at the fortheoming Annual General
m of the Society. :

i Yours very sincerely,

s, &

i 4 4 General Secretary

-7

In 1944, Gerald and his family left
Reading and moved to Tidewaters,
Bosham, Sussex. This is confirmed
by the non appearance of G2NM in
the attendance records of the
Reading Amateur Radio Club for the
years 1944, 1945, and 1946.

It has been suggested that he was
involved in secret government work
and the statement that, in 1945,
Marcuse had the cover name of
MAKSIM only adds to the confusion.

Soon after the war he set to work
to organise a fire brigade in the
village and he was station officer for
some years.

Sailing was one of his pastimes
and he bought a sea-going craft
which  he named IRENE Il
Unfortunately this had to be sold in
1956 due to his ill-health.

In 1946 he was made an

Honorary Member of the RSGB

In 1949 he was elected as a
representive for
council.

Bosham on the

1 would Jike to add my personal thanks
 have done and for the many hours of
‘and personal self sacrifice you have

(G

Colonel,
Controller,
Radio Security Service,
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In the 1950s  Gerry
experimented with  mobile
working and this photo, taken
at Longleat, Warminster in
1960, shows G5VS, with his
wife Milli, and Irene standing
next to G2NM on the right.
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TRANSCRIPT OF THE TAPED INTERVIEW
RECORDED IN THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD OF
1960

These two pages give a simple summary of the
remaining 31 pages of the transcript.

mwmmuuum
ko overything ourselves, Ve got grest
the mamufecturers, in particular the Mullard
y who supplied us with the necessary valves,
'Mﬂ,iﬂ.ﬁ-ﬁmmmmﬁ
the air then, end all striving to msintain
i 12,000 miles - down under, Ve &id it with
goar and now you hear people calling 0Q froa the
alis, New Zealand, South Awerics, and the whole
_ﬁiaﬂmﬁvwmmmm

. '._;‘muw.w:u
nﬂ.mtkut
1 mummum

' mmummm

obody tuilde their ovn set today,
l“\“Mﬂ’Wmtinhm of hayjy istening and looking,
ﬂmwmaummu. o - signing off, And wishing you

' ‘f““!“ﬂnp e
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Eugen Gerald Marcuse died suddenly on the 6" April 1961 aged 74 years. He had been working 80 metre
phone the day before.
His funeral took place on the 10" April at Bosham and afterwards at Brighton Crematorium.

After Gerald’s death Irene donated many documents and much of his equipment to the Amberley Museum and
Heritage Centre in West Sussex.
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Remember a etmple of months ago we
ran a photograph of the bench at
Bosham Church which has an
' inscription to Gerald Marcuse,
G2NM. At the time we asked Iif
anyone knew the origin of the
bench. Well, as many of you rushed
to point out, . the answer lies in
the July and August 1962 issues of
Radio Communication. Much as we'd
love to, we don't have nearly
enough time to sit mulling throu?h
back editions of RadCom so we

temporarily forgottem that the
answer was staring us in the face,
so to speak! However, for the
benefit of the newer members of the
Society, here's a brief account of
the history of the seat, sent in by
Irene Marwood (formerly Marcuse).

"Gerald Marcuse died in 1961 and
the memorial seat, paid for by
donations from RSGE and RAOTA
{Radio Amateur 0l1d@ Timers'
Association) members, was
presented to Bosham Parish
Council at a ceremony on 21 July
1962 by John Claricoats, G6CL
the Founder Secretary of RAOTA.
The seat was made by Listers, an
engineering firm in Dursley,
Gloucestershire, where my son
David then worked. The seat was
maintained by myself and my
present husband, Geoffrey
Marwood, until December 1983
when we moved away from
Tidewaters, Bosham, where G2NM
carried out his Ilater radio
work. The responsibility for
the seat was taken over, very
kindly, by the Chichester &
Distriet ARC. It is taken away
each winter for re-varnishing
and is replaced in the spring.
There is also a sundial in
Bosham Churchyard 4in memory of

G2NM which was presented by
myself and my son David and a

commemorative plaque on a house

called 'Combe  Dingle' in
Caterham where G2NM carried out
the first Empire Broadcasting
and his important pioneering
work. In 1983, I presented many
early documents. regarding G2NM's
work, and much of his equipment
to the Radio Section of the
Amberley Chalk Pits Museum, near
Arundel, Sussex. The museum has
constructed a mock-up of
Gerald's shack with the
equipment (which is on permanent
loan) and each year, in
September, a special event is
run in his honour using, with
Speciﬁl permission, the callsign
G2NM.

EUGEN GERALD MARCUSE 1886 - 1961

In the September 1988 issue of Radcom, Irene Marwood (formerly
Marcuse) explained the history of the bench at Bosham harbour.

DAVID MARCUSE (SON) 21 JULY 1962 IRENE MARCUSE

SUNDIAL IN BOSHAM CHURCHYARD
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In 1983 Irene and her second
husband, Geoffrey Marwood
moved away from Tidewaters. In
1988 | visited Irene and her
husband with Maurie Handcocks
G5HN. Maurie and Gerald
became good friends in the early
1930’s when they were two of the
founding members of the
Reading Amateur Radio Club in
1934.

This photo of Tidewaters
taken in 1988 shows the addition
of the upper roof area that was
added after 1983.

After G2NM died Irene gave
G5HN this valve, which was used
in the Empire Broadcasts, and
also his black beret.

MAURIE HANDCOCKS AND IRENE MARWOOD VALVE AND BERET NOW AT AMBERELY MUSEUM
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Photos John Chapman G4FIT
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