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EUGEN GERALD MARCUSE 

 
     Gerald Marcuse was born in Sutton, Surrey on the 4

th
 June 1886. He was one of three children, having an 

elder brother, Walter Douglas and a younger sister, Dorothy Maude. In 1892 he attended Caterham Primary 
School and then went to the local secondary school. In 1903 he entered the Crystal Palace School of 
Engineering which he left in 1909 with a degree in engineering. He served an apprenticeship with Messrs 
Ruston and Proctor in Lincoln who were well known builders of road rollers and tractors. They exported steam 
engines to all corners of the globe and so his job took him to many parts of the world. 
      His interest in radio began in 1910 but it was not until 1913, when he had finished travelling, that he applied 
to the General Post Office for an experimental wireless licence. Like many experimenters he was keen to get 
started and, using a spark coil with a ½ inch spark purchased from Gamages and a crystal receiver, he was on 
the air. His contacts with local amateurs were soon put on hold when war broke out in 1914. The war ended in 
1918 but licences were not re-issued until 1920, when Gerald was licenced as 2NM from a QTH in Bristol. 

  

                          
        
            This letter to the editor, published in 1921 illustrates the 

interest shown in one of the uses of wireless for 
communication. 
     In 1922 he moved back to Caterham, Surrey, and 
became well known for promoting Amateur Radio on 
many fronts. The QTH was well situated at over 600 feet 
above sea level, and he had the “wherewithal” to build a 
state-of-the-art station. The original aerial consisted of a 
90ft long, 8 wire, 2ft diameter cage, suspended between 
two 65ft high masts. Later, in 1924, the height of the free 
end  lattice steel tower was increased with the addition of 
a 25ft wooden extension. The tower was erected by 
Cooper and Scrutton who were skilled in rigging ships. On 
the 5

th
June 1923 he gave a demonstration of an early 

“Loudspeaker/Broadcast” in the local Hill School and in 
the same year joined his father’s seed merchants 
company at 36 Mincing Lane in the City of London.  

On the 8
th
 December 1921, W.F. Burne 2KW of the 

Manchester Wireless Society became the first British 
station to receive transmissions from America. So the next challenge was two way working. Three scheduled 
tests had been unsuccessful, so a fourth was arranged to commence on the 22

nd
 December 1923. For 10 days 

British amateurs would transmit to a dedicated time table, then they would listen for 10 days. The third period 
would start on the 11

th
 January 1924 when two way contacts would be attempted. The problems for British 

amateurs were a power restriction and that wavelengths below 200 metres were not allowed. A few 
transatlantic permits were issued and the licence of G2NM was amended to allow operation between 200m and 
90m  
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                                   The time table demonstrates how the transmissions were controlled each day 

  
      There is a grey area regarding the powers and wavelengths used but G2NM was one of the successful 
stations. Ironically, the first two-way contact was made before the start of the tests by Jack Partridge 2KF on the 
8

th
 December 1923. This was the turning point that demonstrated how home built transmitters running low powers 

at higher frequencies achieved more than high power commercial stations running many kilowatts. Rapid strides 
were made in 1924 with contacts made to most regions of the globe. 
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     On the 16

th
 of October 1924 Gerald Marcuse was 

appointed “Manager of the British Isles” by The American 
Radio Relay League. In April 1925 a conference of 
international amateur radio societies took place in Paris. 
Gerald Marcuse, who was honorary secretary of the T & R 
section of the RSGB, was involved in the creation of the 
International Amateur Radio Union and was elected Vice 
President. 
     G2NM was the first English station to contact the Base 
Station, SA WJS, of the Hamilton Rice Expedition situated at 
Boa Vista on the Rio Branca in Brazil. Messages were 
passed on to the Royal Geographical Society (R.G.S.) in 
London and in turn the R.G.S. requested that Marcuse be 
allowed to relay information on a regular basis. In April 
Marcuse negotiated a change of his licence with the G.P.O. 
and was allowed a power limit of 1 kW using the spot 
wavelengths of 23m and 45m and in the band 90m to 200m.    
There is no record of Marcuse being made an Honorary 
Member of the R.G.S. but he received mentions in Vol. 65 
No. 3 Page 241 published in March 1925, and Vol. 66 No. 1 
Page 5 published in June 1925.                                                                                                      

 
Wireless used by Dr. Hamilton Rice - Courtesy R.G.S.                         Daily Mail 8

th
 October circa 1924            
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     Gerald Marcuse was able to get help from 
his many contacts. The Marconi Company 
loaned him a Reiss carbon microphone and 
gave him the latest valves to “test”. When his 
high voltage generator blew up, Captain 
Mullard arranged for it to be rewound free of 
charge and also presented him with power 
valves. These companies encouraged the 
Amateurs in their endeavours to communicate 
around the world and their achievements 
helped to promote the rapid development of 
wireless and related products. The letter from 
the G.P.O. demonstrates the co-operation he 
received from that organisation, which, in his 
words, “was more than I received from the 
BBC”.    
     During the stay at Caterham, Marcuse 
spent much of his time and money promoting 
wireless throughout the world and the many 
exploits and achievements became known to 
the general public through numerous entries in 
the newspapers. Encouraged by the interest 
abroad, he received a concert at the Savoy 
that was being broadcast by the BBC, on a 
receiver at the bottom of the garden and 
retransmitted it to amateurs in the USA.          
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This broadcast received a very favourable report in the Christian 

Science Monitor, Boston, Mass. USA on the 8
th
 January 1925.                                                                                                                

In 1960 Marcuse was interviewed and a transcript made from the 
recording. Below is an extract from that interview in which he was 
asked what inspired him to want to start the Empire broadcasts. It 
would appear that it was the events in Bermuda involving the 
retransmission of his transmissions by radio amateur BER to other 
listeners on the islands that was the trigger. 

 
     On the 21

st
 of June 1927 Marcuse applied to the GPO to have 

his   licence extended so that he could transmit to the British Empire 
and in August he received the letter giving permission to transmit 
speech and music for a period of six months from the 1

st
 of 

September. 
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 On the 9

th
 of September 1927 the British Broadcasting 

Corporation responded in an official announcement 
concerning Empire broadcasting printed in a London 
newspaper. They deplored the unfortunate exploitation as 
a publicity stunt. [See below for one of many responses]                        
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    On the 11

th
 September 1927 Marcuse transmitted a special concert to Australia. Unfortunately the experiment 

was only partly successful due to a breakdown in the transmitter power supply. He requested permission from the 
Post Office to re-transmit the following week but this was rejected. “Pressure from the BBC was suspected.” 
     For the Empire Broadcasts he enlisted the help of his friend Percy Valentine who set up a sound studio in his 
music room. Two Post Office telephone lines were rented so that the music at Percy’s QTH could be sent to the 1 
kW transmitter of G2NM. The second line was used for talkback. Marcuse transmitted on 32 metres and later 
confessed to using a power in excess of 1 kW. 
 

    
                                                                                                                                                                     
 [Quote from transcript Nov 1960] “everybody clamoured for Big Ben and nobody would give me a recording. I 
had to wait until 12.00 – it was the only time in those days they did it. We used to broadcast the thrushes in the 
morning from Caterham. (…) chiefly gramophone records I expect? Yes, and live broadcast from the B.B.C. Had 
a receiver at the bottom of the garden – remote control and I used to switch that on to receive them. Your licence 
permitted you to rebroadcast? It didn’t, but I did not care in those days. It cost me several thousand pounds but I 
achieved my object. My father said I was wasting my money because there was no revenue and he only believed 
in revenue. Yes there was no money. No money – all output. I used to get various artists down from London. Sent 
up the car and fetched them. Marconi were more helpful than the B.B.C.? Yes, Marconi were a great help. I still 
have their microphone.”                                                                                                                                                                                        
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THE SHACK OF G2NM IN SEPTEMBER 1927     
                                                                                                               
     Gerald continued the Empire Broadcasts on 32 
metres until August 1928. A few weeks before these 
finished, the BBC had started regular transmissions 
on 20 metres from their experimental short-wave 
station 5SW at Chelmsford.  It is interesting to note 
that reports show that the signals from G2NM were 
stronger and more consistently received.                                                                                                                              
     In 1929 GM was elected President of the Radio 
Society of Great Britain. Also in August of that year 
he moved from Caterham to the Ranch, West Drive 
in Sonning–on-Thames, Berkshire. He continued his 
amateur activities and his support of the R.S.G.B.                                                                                    
                                                                                                                      
        THE T & R BULLETIN SEPTEMBER 1932                                         
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     On the 18

th
 December 1931 he married Irene 

Rose at the Savoy Chapel in London. 
     In December 1934 the Reading And District 
Amateur Radio Club was formed. Marcuse was 
one of the founder members.   
        
         THE T.& R. BULLETIN DECEMBER 1934 
                      DISTRICT 7 (southern) 
 

 
 
          The telephone records of 1937 show:      
“Marcuse Gerald, Sandy Shore, Clayton Rd. 
Selsey 82”    Was this a holiday cottage? 
     About this time he was approached by the Air 
Ministry to assist in organising the Royal Air 
Force Civilian Wireless Reserve. 
     
     In 1939 he had a boat built with the following 
specification. 
                                                                                                     

      EVENING GAZETTE SEPTEMBER 2
nd

  1938               Boat Name: My Babe II 
           Boat Length: 32 ft                                                                                
           Boat Beam: 8ft 3ins 
           Boat Draft: 3ft 
           Boat Displacement: 7.56 tons 
           Boat Engine; 2 X Gray Petrol 
           Boat Construction: Carvel 
           Boat Builder: Osborne, Littlehampton  
           Boat Year: 1939 
            It should be noted that it was built for Gerald Marcuse 
of Bosham. Records show that she was taken over by the 
Admirality in 1940 for service in Dunkirk, but there is no 
record that she sailed. After the war her new owner, A.C. 
Draycott changed her name to Alliance and then she had no 
less than eight owners before D.B. Stewart, her latest owner,  
changed her name to Lady Anita.   
     In 1939 Arthur Watts (G5UN) was approached by Lord 
Sandhurst (MI 5) to find out if radio amateurs could help in 
setting up a listening watch on behalf of the Radio Security 
Service (RSS).  Marcuse was appointed as a Voluntary 
Intercept  (VI) Group Leader for the Berkshire area. His role 
was to talk to suitable local amateurs and send them the 
necessary paper-work. A meeting was then organised at the 
Berkshire Police Establishment at the Abbey Gateway in 
Reading where the VIs were introduced to Lord Sandhurst 
and Captain Alan Sabine. 
           On the 3

rd
 of July 1939 GM obtained a Certificate of 

Proficiency in Radiotelephony. This authorised him to act as 
radiotelephone operator on board a British ship equiped with 
a radiotelephone installation of which the power of the carrier 
wave in the aerial does not exceed 50 watts.                                            
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     These letters are  examples of the 
instructions sent to VIs. 
     In 1942 the London business 
premises of Marcuse were destroyed 
during an air raid and so he decided 
to retire. It is possible that he then 
joined the Royal Naval Voluntary 
Reserves but a search of records did 
not confirm this.                                   
     Also in 1942 his son David was 
born in Reading.  
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     In 1944, Gerald and his family left 
Reading and moved to Tidewaters, 
Bosham, Sussex. This is confirmed 
by the non appearance of G2NM in 
the attendance records of the 
Reading Amateur Radio Club for the 
years 1944, 1945, and 1946.  
     It has been suggested that he was 
involved in secret government work 
and the statement that, in 1945, 
Marcuse had the cover name of  
MAKSIM only adds to the confusion. 
     Soon after the war he set to work 
to organise a fire brigade in the 
village and he was station officer for 
some years.  
      Sailing  was one of his pastimes 
and he bought a sea-going craft 
which he named IRENE II. 
Unfortunately this had to be sold in 
1956 due to his ill-health.  
     In 1946 he was made an 
Honorary Member of the RSGB 
     In 1949 he was elected as a 
representive for Bosham on the 
council.  
.  
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                                GERALD MARCUSE IN THE SHACK AT TIDEWATERS, BOSHAM  IN 1960 
 
 

    In the 1950s Gerry 
experimented with mobile 
working and this photo, taken 
at Longleat, Warminster in 
1960, shows G5VS, with his 
wife Milli, and Irene standing 
next to  G2NM on the right.                 
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  TRANSCRIPT OF THE TAPED INTERVIEW  
RECORDED IN THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD OF 
1960 
 
     These two pages give a simple summary of the 
remaining 31 pages of the transcript.  
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      Eugen Gerald Marcuse died suddenly on the 6

th
 April 1961 aged 74 years. He had been working 80 metre 

phone the day before. 
      His funeral took place on the 10

th
 April at Bosham and afterwards at Brighton Crematorium.                                                                                  

 

                     
       
     After Gerald’s death Irene donated many documents and much of his equipment to the Amberley Museum and 
Heritage Centre in West Sussex.   
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   In the September 1988 issue of Radcom, Irene Marwood (formerly 
Marcuse) explained the history of the bench at Bosham harbour.               
    

 
   DAVID MARCUSE ( SON )    21

st
 JULY 1962    IRENE MARCUSE 

                                     
                        SUNDIAL IN BOSHAM CHURCHYARD                
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     In 1983 Irene and her second 
husband, Geoffrey Marwood 
moved away from Tidewaters. In 
1988 I visited Irene and her 
husband with Maurie Handcocks 
G5HN. Maurie and Gerald 
became good friends in the early 
1930’s when they were two of the 
founding members of the 
Reading Amateur Radio Club in 
1934.  
     This photo of Tidewaters 
taken in 1988 shows the addition 
of the upper roof area that was 
added after 1983.                                                       
     After G2NM died Irene gave 
G5HN this valve, which was used 
in the Empire Broadcasts,  and 
also his black beret.                                                                            
 
 

 

 
  
     MAURIE HANDCOCKS AND IRENE MARWOOD        VALVE AND BERET NOW AT AMBERELY MUSEUM 
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                             COOMBE DINGLE CATERHAM, SURREY IN 2014.  NOW A NURSING HOME 
 

                                                                                                                                 
                                              
                                                               Photos  John Chapman   G4FIT 


